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BY W. O. SAUNDERS

About 50 years ago some omne
wrote a joker into the constitu-
‘tion of North Carolina by which
most of the rich men of* thé
state have since been exempt
from pdying an income tax to
the state. The joker provided
that no income shall be taxed
when the property frem which
the income is derived is taxed.
The present General Assembly
of North Carolina will serap that
joker if the Doughton bill goes
thru—and the Doughton bill is
apt to go thru just because it is
the Doughton bill. The author
of the bill himself has heretofgre
been one of the greatest reac-
tionaries in the House and a
stumbling block in the path of
progressive legisl:ftion.

Governor Doughton’s ‘ax amendment
bill would abolish that section of the
constitution whieh says “nc income
shall be taxed when the property from
which the income is derived is taxed,”
provide for a uniform income tax
law mot to exceed six per cent. The
sxemptions would be $1 600 for unmax-
ried and $1,500 for married persons.

The bill would also ctange the Con-
stitution and provide a uniform poll tax
of $2.00 and limit the total State and
County tax rate on property to 66 2-3
cents on the one hundred doilars’ valu-
ation except for a special puipose and
with the approval of the Gemneral Ag-
gemby. Residence in the State, as a
pre-requisite to voting, would be chang-
ed from two vears to one and in the
precinet from six months to four. The
payment of poll tax prerequisite would
be abolished altogether.

Demand Honest Basis
The assessment of all property im
North Carclina at its real value for
taxation, and a special session of the
| General Assembly in the summer of
1920 to reduce the rate of taxation
form the basis of a plen agreed upon
unanimdously by the joint firance com-
mittee of the House and the Senate
to put taxation in the State upon an

honest basis. '
*Because of the short time left in
which a revaluation could Le accom-
plished, it iz not the aim of the commit-
tee to have the reassessment completed
? by May of this year. But work of re-
valuation for May, 1920, will be under
way in the immediate future if the

s
§
]
s

L
o

A

3

>} 3s been done in other counties in the

[ ‘State, where Recorder’s Courig are es-
/ 4. The passage of this bill will
Drovide squotank witk the machinery

plans of the Finance Committee work
out. ’

There is no purpose in the decision
of the committee to increase the State'’s
income in this way, but merely to es-
tablish a =olid basis for the State’s tax-
ing system, a system which will insure
fairness on the part of the State to the
people and fairness on the part of the
people to the State.

it is proposed that the t.zu rates in
cities and counties will be lowered in
the same ratio as that of the State.
While the committee has as .yeat
reed only on the general policy to
recommended to the General Assem-
1v, no effort having be«n made to de-
cide on the means to carry it out. Many
believe that the existing machinery
should be used as far as possible. This
would place the giganti~ task under the
direct superivision of the State Tax
Commission, which wou.d be entrusted
with the responsibility of securing
equitable reassessments of all property
in the State.

$250,000 Agricultural Building

Covernor T. W. Bickeit has sent 3
gpecial message to the General Assem-
bly reiterating his recommendation for
a new $250,000 building for the State
Department of Agriculture and recom-
mending the esta_bllshment of this
building at the State College.

Stoeck Law For Washington

Dr. B. F. Halsey, representing Wash-
ington county, is drafting a bill to give
his county a stock law.  Dr. Halsey
will not put the question to a vote of
his people. He says he will trust the
judgment of 20 of the most progressive
farmers of his county against the opin-
ion of the county’'s whole electorate.

zht.
aw question.

Local Legistation
T representative bas introduced
bills of interest to Elizabeth City
*nd Pasquotank County. One Eill seeks
to provide the Recorder’s Court of Pas-
juotank county with a prosecutor, as

to insure prosecutions in cases like that
of the recent attack on the ¥. M. C. A

It is bad business for any county ic
imaintain a Recorder's Court in which
the Recorder acts as Judge, Jury and
The Bill follows closely the

Solicitor.
Chowan county act and is as-follows:

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED “AN ACT

alsey is thoroly: progreesive.and.
aid to do the_ thinig he believes
He is determined on-the

SAUNDERS LETS FOLKS
- KNOW WHAT HE’S DOING 2

ould Create Office of - Prosecutor in Pasquotank
County and Phil Sawyer Wants the Job—Intro-
duces Bill to Dam Knobbs Creek

THE CRIMINAL COURT OF PAS-
QUOTANK COUNTY.”

The General Assembly of North Caro-
lina do enact:

Section 1.
and eighty,
hundred and seven, be gnd the same is
hereby amended by adding at the end
of said chapter the_sections which shall
be as follows:

“Sec. 24. That there is hereby creat-
ed the office of ‘County prosecutor' for
Pasquotank County, which_ office shall
be filled by a reputable la.wyer of said
county. Said prosecutor shall be elect-
ed by the qualified voters of Pasgquo-
tank County at the first-general elec-
tion for. county officers following the
ratification of this act, at the same time
and in the same manner as members
of the General Assembly. The term of
office. of the said prosecutor shall be
for two years from and after the first
Monday in December next succeeding
his election. TUntil said election is held
Ernest L. Sawyer be and he is hereby
appointed to serve as such prosecutor
in Pasquotank County from and after
the ratification of this act and until his
successor is elected ard qualified as
provided for in this act. Said prose-
cutor, before entering upon the dis-
charge of his duties, shall take and
subscribe the oath of solicitors before
the Clerk of the Superior Court of
Pasquotank County, or some other per-

That chapter one hundred

oath shall be filed and recorded by the
Clerk of the Superior Court of Pasquo-
tank County.

Sec. 25. Said prosecutor shall ap-
pear for the State in all criminal ac-
tions or.matters heard before the Tria’
Justice and shall receive as compensa-
tion therefor one half the fees as are
now preseribed by law for solicitors
except that in prosecutions for viola-

tweo. dollars for each conviction, and
said fees shall be -taxed in the bill of
cost, to be collected and paid the prose-
cutor ‘as now provided by law !or soli-

citors.

See, 26. Any vacany that may a.ppea.x
in the above named office either by
death, resignation, failure to gqualify
or for any other cause, shall be filled
for the unexpired term by the Board of
County Commisaioners of Pasquotank
County.”

Sec. 2. That this aci shall be in full
force and effect-from and utter fts rati-
fication. 2

To Dlm Knlbbl.('rl'!lk
The other bill intraduced by your
representative this weelk is for an act

& Power Company to dam Knobbs
Creek. The bill has the written approv-
al of the Elizabeth City Board of Al-
derman and the Elizabeth Ciiy Cham-
ber of Commerce. The bill as drafited
and forwarded to your representative
was rather loose in .ls construction
and gave no protection whatever to
land owners on Knobbs Creek who are
opposed to any dam thkat would back
the water of the ereek up on their
lands. Your representative has  so0
drafted the act that the landowners on
Knobbs €Creek need have no such fears.
The landowneis are further protected
by a provision which puts the plans
and specifications for the propcsed dam
up to the Pasquotank Highway Com-
mission. Any one who desire to be
‘heard on this.bill can get a hearing
by wiring me; but I am determined in
the interest of Elizabeth City water
consumers to put this bill thrp. The
bill follows:

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED “AN ACT
EMPOWERING THE ELIZABETH
CITY WATER & POWER - COM-
PANY TO BUILD A DAM ACROSS
KNOBBS CREEK.”

The General Assembly of North Caro-
lina do enact:

Section 1. That authority is hereby
granted to the Elizabeth City Water &
| Powér Company to ereci and build 2
dam across Knobbs Creek at a point
which is sixty-five feel west from the
center of the main line track of the
Norfolk-Southern Railroad Company
where it crosses the creek with its
bridge over the road leading from Fore-
man Blades Lumber Company to Road
Street, together with the necessary
powers for constructing and maintain-
ing said dam. The sald dam is to have
a concrete wall and base, together with
the necessary automatic tide gates to
permit the free outflow of water when
the current is outward but closing when
the. current is inward, and an expecial
sluice or gate to permit the passage of
logs. The plans and specifications for
the said dam shall be approved by the
Pasquotank County Highway Commis-
sion and the dam built in accordance
with the plans and specificationss so
approved.

Sec. 2. That all lays and clauses of
laws In conflict with this act are here-
by repealed.

Sec. 3. This act shall be in force
from and after its ratification.

Market House: Legisiation
- Your représentative is repentedly im-
‘plored :to do Bemething to-force:  the
butchers in Elizabsth €ity to use the
market: house. There 8 nothing -your
representative could dg in this connec~-
tion. The Board of Aldermeén has every
1power in this respect ithat i3 invested
in the Genera} Assembly of - North
Cg.rolina. It is up to the Bpard of Al-
dermen and the Aldermesn who tells
you that he has got to have more legis-
lative authority is not telling wyou thepf
|truth. No act of the General Assembly

sent Board of Aldermen to the Market
House. Elizabeth City has got to
‘change its Board of Aldermen.

P. G. Wants the Job
Only two persons in Elizabeth City
knew 'on Monday of this week that J
contemplated intmducing a bill to
‘create the office of Public Pmiecntor in
connection with the Reacorder’s Court;
‘'Those two men -were Recorder Geo.|

Public Laws of nineteen|

son gualified to administer oaths, whicb |

tion ot city ordinances the fee shall be |

to authorize the Hlizabetn City Water|
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WOULD PUT NO TAX ON" |}
-CHURCH PROPERTY

Mr, John Berry Resents Editorial Sug-
gestion in Recent Issue of
This Paper <

The editor of this newspaper has a
good many ideas in the course of the

that doesn't suit somebody. His recent
suggestion that the Geme:al Assembly
consider the idea of taxing church
property gets a rise out of John D
Berry, Grand Secretary of the Grand
Lodge of 1. O. O. F. of North Caro-
lina. This newspaper is always glad
to get views of its readers and publishes
herewith Mr. Berry’s Communication
in full:— 4
Editor, THE INDEPENDENT:—
I notice in “The Independent” uxgder_
date of January 17, vou call attention
to the fact that church property in
North Carolina amounting to twenty
five to fifty million dollars worth, pays
no taxes. You raise the question,
«“Wouldn't it be 'a good idea for our
legislators in the present General As-
sembly to consider this fact?”

I think the answer to this question
be emphatically NO.

, In the first place, churchea have no
income except the voluntary contribu-

year and oceassionally he hits off onef}

in North Carclina has ‘had a Flu epi-

Dare County Folk Don’t Like
Publicity of Flu Fighting

Fighting the Flu via aero may be
great sport for the U. S. Medical Corps
end furnishes interesting -headlines for
newspapers, but it isn’t making -the |
strongest sort of appeal to the people
of Dare county whomthabencﬂdlr-
ies (or the wvietims) of thh lntett wd-
venture,

Dare county, like every otker county

demic. On account of the ' peculiar
geographical nature of that ‘county
phusicians can not get about very
rapidly and many communities have
felt the handicap of lack of prompt
medical aid during the epldemlc.

B G Crysp. an enterprising lawyer
of Manteo, conceived the idea of get-
ting aid from the U. S. Fublic Health
‘Service on the ground that Influenza
had broken out in the U. S. Coast
Guard stations, of which there are a
great number in Dare County. The

tions of its members, all of whom are
already takpayers. To tax the church
property would be an injustice to its
members, as it would mean a double
taxation on those who are supporting
the churches of our land. Church
buildings have very little commercial
value ‘except for the purpose for which
they were erected. Very few church
puildings could be sold for omne half
their cost of erection for any commer-
cial ‘purpose. There is no rental incme
from this class of real estate.

In the second place, churches exert
a wonderful influence in their respec-
tive communlues and reduce crime to
a minimum. Search the records of your
criminal courts, and you will find that
& very small per cent.of those who are

not- to say convicted, are membhers of
any- cbm-ch or ever have been. Thus it

ca.n--ea.ﬂl? bé’ seen: that. the churches|
|nelp to:

“the - govuunenml o=~
penses, and t s Justify the time-honor-.
ed custom. of exempting church pro-
perty ‘from. tant}?n,

-You say “more
somawhere. We. have no doubt th.l.s
is.drue. Instead of undertaking to tax
church property, we would suggest nec-
essary machinery for the correct valu-
ation of property, both real and per-

sonal, this year as the new ‘assessment
is made. If this be don® we do mot
Lhelieve there will be any occasion for
considering the taxation ot chumh pro-

‘could change the- attitude of the pre-|perty.

1t would he just as feasible to m
the property of our schools and col-
leges, which -are publie benemctorz
throughout the State. Surely no one
would advocate the taxation of church
property after mature deliberation on
the “subject.” - _

Youra very respectfully,
JOBIN D. BERRY.

proaecuted .before the bar of Justice |

taxds mist come from).

government responded with Capt. C
i Michel, of the U. B. Army Medical
Corps, four trained nurses and a big
hydro-airplane to carry the Goctor and
his nurses from place to place. The
presence of that.airplane seems to have
advertised the prevalence of Flu in
Dare as no other devica couldrc have
done. The result is that merchants and
transportation men all over Dareé are
said to be objecting to the government
qurting business down that way.
is pointed out that the ‘government’s
use of a monster airplane in its fight
onMuianhaatheeﬂeetotmak
ing the outside public think - that the
Flu in Dare is.worse tnan in other
counties. U. S. Army surgeons and
nurses have worked in other counties
in the state ‘without attracting any par-
ticular attention; but when-the-govern-
ment - fends them kiting around the}l
m-thinana.imhmntlneodotsn
fufies an hour éwerybody sits up and |V
takes motice. Dare, like other counties,
doesn't ‘like to have the Flu advertised.
Pr. ' ¥, P.- Gates, Health Officer for
Dare Gounty, is guoted as saying that
Influenza’ in Dare 18 not particularly
alarming an@ that there have been very
few deaths. The U. S. Army outﬂt.
doctér, nirses-and airplane, was -sent
into Dare without the -solicitation of
Dr. Qates. He was as much surprised
as any one when the big tlrins machine
ilit into his pmtlne. o
| sThe airplmm has demon:trr-tod wha.t
[<
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could be éxpeeted of an a.em malil ser-
vice between EHzabeth City and points
in Dare county. The aiw now In
use comes from Manteo = Flizabefh
| City for a..snpply of pills ia about 27
minutes and returns in the same lpqae
of time. Other means of w
tion consumes. neaﬂy a dny miurnré-
sent schedules.

TO AMEND CHAPTER 180, PUB-
TO

LIC LAWS 1907, RELATIVE

(Oontinm on pase ﬂvnr)
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MNew Pnlnbithn Law m The hlc

Fe'tc.

|to manufscture or sell any toilet, medi-

R |

-Baleish N. C. January 21, 1919.. ._L~D"' C.. Michel, tHe *13. a8 mm-

HBTWATERON'HIIS

*

OfExtruh-Raky
- Business

The new Prohibition law submitted
to the present General Assembly by
the Anti-Saloon League provides a
bunch of trouble for druggista and deal-
ers in tollet articles, flavoring extracts.
Che guestion arises, how will such’
law be enforced? The section of the
bill désignated to put anwend to the
‘drinking of bay rum, lemon extract.
shoe polish, eu:.. follows:—.

SEC. 14. That it shall be unlawful,

cinal, antiseptic preparation or solu-
tion,‘of any flavoring extract or ‘patent
or pmm ‘medicine or preparation
‘the' mumctum or sale of which re-
quires the paymyant of the TUnited
States liquor dealer’s tax- All other
toilet, medicinal, antiseptic prepara-
tions or sclutions, or flavorfhg extracts
or patent or proprietary medicines ox
preparations, which are not potable or
capable of being used as an alcoholic
beveragge may be manufactured’ and
sold: Provided, the wvendor, by ask-
ing the purchaagr. gatisfies -himself or
herself.:
(1) That the article or preparation
t> be purchased is io be used accord-
ing to directions and purposes intended
by the manufasturer of the same.
(2) That the purchaser is not ad-
dicted to the use of alcoholic Hquors.
has not been under the influence of
almhouc liguor during the last three
mon“f.ha preceding, and does not intend
to use the article or preparation as a
substitute for lquor.
(3) And that the ‘would-be pur-
chaser has not procured ' from any
source the identical article or prepara-
tion within the last forty-eight hours
preceding: Provided, ‘further, that not
more than 8. ounces of flavoring ex-
tracts or twelve ounces of patent or
proprietary medicines may be sold
at a.ny one tim_o..‘
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‘ 'l‘he country 1s full of good
eye specialists and there are
hundreds of good eéye glass man-

thing to Hlizabeth City and vi-
cinity to know thatbot.hcanbe
found in this town. Dr. Hatha-
wayisnotonlarareputable and
gkillful - optometrist, but he
 grinds and fits glasses on his
premises.. This unusual service
is seldom found except in much

| fight by a damnably vicicus move made
Lby the cotton mill men to destroy Com-

+|the cotton mills viplate every

---A mwmomn strm 4&

‘ [heavily - ‘Gssessed. - The plan has: the
avpmva‘l of the Representitives of thep-

ufacturers, but it is worth amz:ua-1
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SAUNDERS WILL LEAD _
FIGHT FOR CHILDREN

Pasquotank Member -Enraged Owver
Latest Vicious Device of Cotton
Mill Men

W. O. Saunders will undertake to
lead a fight in the General Assembly
to secure a child labor law with teeth
in it. Saunders has, in fact, already
introduced a bill propesed by M L
Shipman, Commissioner of Labor ‘and
Printing, which bill provides a labor
commission with powers to enforee
child labor legislation in North Carelina
Saunders ™ was inspired to lead the

missioner Shipman as soon as he pro-
posed an. effective child labor law
Representative Love of Linceln, a cot-
ton manufacturer and chairman of the
House committee on Manufactures and
Labor, introduced a bil in the House
Tuesday to abolish Commissioner Ship-

reporter of the News & Observer Tues-
day night Representative Satunders, of
the committee, declared that the bil
was one calculated “to make réd blood-
ed North Carclinians hot in -the collar."
“] have had a rising tTemperature
ever since I saw the blamed thing this
morning,” contin tke Pasquotank
member. “There may be some argu-
ment in favor of-abolishing Shipman
and his office but it.comes with a bad
face from a cotton mill representative
on the heels of Omnmllsionar Shipman’s |
recommenda.tlon of a bill to put an end |
to the employment of child labor In
North Ca.ro!ina. BEverybody Lnows that
child
labor 1~w On the statute Dogks “#nd]
maintain a lobby in every legislatire to
block child labor legislation. Their lat-
est move,; though, is the ra.west thiua
I have ever seen.

“Mr. Love's bill should act as & boom -
erang,” Mr. Saunders thinks. “North
FCarolinians will resent so boid an effort
to behead an honest mén just because
heattacksanev;ﬂmnh&mhw
source of profit to the more powerful
manufacturing interests hn the State,”
he said.

“Then menace of Bolshevism,"” added
M#. Saunders, “is abrcad in the ‘Jand
today just because of the arbitrary |
spirit of capita.[!ﬁm it ‘T thought “thel,
soverlan peonle of North Carclina were
to be run over by theé cotton’ mill in-}
tamt-in any such way as indicated
by the Love hill, T think. T would bolt
the Democratic party myself ard enlist
und® the red flag.” :

The cotton mill ‘'men prelend to be
Jin faver of child labor iegisifition. They
always do. And they a:ways kill child
labor legislation They maintain a big
lobby at the capitol and tho House is
packed with cottén mill owaers, their
lawyers and represenfatives. Attorneys
for the cotton manufacturers have ac-
tually ‘come into the House, sat in the
seats of members and- lobied for their
{nterests in the House while the House
was in session. Saunde:s has his’ fight-
ing clothes on and says he is not going
to mince words in taking up this fight
in behalf of the child.en of the ol
North State.
The cotton mill mea are indorsing
Governor - Bickett's views on ¢hild
labor. Governor Bickeirs views as ex-
pressed in his bi- ennia; mMessage are,
as the Raleigh Times well says, “Less
plea.slng to his admirers than &ny other
portion of his sp!endld document; for
the governor did not sxass this sub-
ject by the tail, head or middle” but

merely pointed at it.”

PERMANENT ROADS FOR

At a conference of the Senators and
Representatives of the first District
held in Raleigh Wednesday night, it
was planned to form 2a District of the
five counties north of the Albemarle
Sound, and bond the District for the
purpose of building a permanent road

‘ton and the Vlr:in!amnmsta
point near Moyock. ’
Fach county would wm an-

sﬂcha-himm‘b'thdm

five counties, and they have invited
leading citizens of all ‘He counties to
meet them in Raleigh mnext Tuesday
and indorse or repudiate the plan.
Senator Ferebee is sponser of- the
scheme and has the support of the State
Highway Commission.

ZEBULON STANLEY

A. AWV. Stanley of Nixonton Townshi
this county, gﬂed of influenza &t eu;ht
o’clock Monday morning Thies m.-

One brother is mow ill off
The funeral oecurred ‘ruednﬁm
noonandlnmmtmtn

Clty Womén Launches Movement

Orgamz Aghmst Filth and Proﬁteermg

Profiteers, look out‘ Eliza-
beth City housewives are going
after your scalps. They have
stood high prices and wunsani-
tary conditions in this town long
enough. They are up in arms.
There is to be organized in
Elizabeth City within the next
few days, a Housewives League.
The object of the Housewives
League will be the object .of all
Housewives Leagues—{o com-
bat the high cost of living. Pro-
fiteers, look out! :

Mrs, Sallie Boettcher is the
promoter of the proposed league.
She has already eniisted a num-
ber of the city’s most influential
women in the movementi and is
in correspondence with out of
town women who have success-
fully- organized such leagues.

man and his office. Interviewed by a|Mrs. Boettcher is one of the moat

enterpriaing women in Elizabeth .
City and when she gets down lb»
hind a thing something is bound
to happen. In this lnsmnco :
things are going to happen to
butchers who pay ¥6 cents &,
pound for pork and charge the
housewife 40 cents a pound for -
it. The 24 cent a pound profit
on pork chops iz -the straw that
has broken the camel’s back. -
Mrs. Boettcher-:is in earnest.
Bhe says the consumers of Eliz-
abeth Gity have suffered long
and patiently - ' They. -are not
only the victims of high pﬂcea,‘
butthevieﬂmsotdhtandﬁlth. :

pair of jokes, so far as enfore-
iqgcleannnMBeoncemed.m
‘Wlizabeth City: housewife has €0 .
putupwlthdirtybreadmaldd
by many -pairs of dirty hands

er. Elizabeth City housewim_
have to buy their meats too o!- :
t.en in dirty butcher shops reek-
Wwith the odor of - tainted -
meats: They buy aauw and
'know not what they buy. The
ice box in the average store- 38

City Health Depsrtment aro &~

between the baker and-the buy-

NORTHEASTERN CAROLINA|

between the Albemarle Sound at Bden- |

Zebulon Stanley, son of Mr, and H:u. ‘

a foul and germ laden thing that
hasn’t been washed down or air-
ed out in years. “There is no one
to protest agalnst such things
now. 'There will be some one
to protest against such thlnp
when the Housewives League i8
organized. Mrs. ‘Boettcher
timates that one of the first
things she would have the Lea-
gue do, would be to boycott
every butcher in town who does
business outside the city market.
“We would compel the butchers
to use the city market house and
then compel the ¢ity administra-

in a sanitary condition,”
Mrs. Boettcher.
Profiteers, look out!

‘8ays

MRS. V. A. ROYALL

Mrs. V. A.Bayall,wi!oofnw V. A.
Royall, formerly pastor >f the Pasquo-
tank Circuit of Methodist Churches,
dropped dead while sbout Fer house-
work, at Sanford, N. C last Saturday.
‘Mrs. Royall is survived by her husband
and four ch.lldren.

.“

-CARD el-' THANKQ v
_We wish to take this meéthod to, thank
our -many friends and neighbors dur-

‘fand mafiy’
mmmmmmam
durniother Mrs. Kate Manp.

"

MARIT!ME ENGINEERlNG

o = _\‘
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tion to keep that market house

: ing our recent sorrow. - We appre-
mmmmmm m*mw«umwmmm :

‘|beth CWMWMHMO! acts of kinduess extended 10 -

... MRS. ¥ D. MIBGETT and
o MRS, A, ARMSTRONG.. . ;
/“_‘_ - T T 1
FOR SALE:—A good gentle work
put 1 dom’t him any more, Apply *
t'o_w- D- ! B} 314 H.,p!e 'ﬁm‘ &5
e ;“1- 'N’Ib_l!e 3

00 S@N TO REORGBN‘ZE i

(m mm«mm'm
uonamﬁstﬁngntmhtnmw
led five carioads of tnj;ktsml
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